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* But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and be 
ready always to give an answer to every man that 
asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you, 
with meekness and fear,” (or reverence.) 

1 Peter iii. 15. 
rO THE REY. G. SPRING, 

Sir—In consequence of having attended your 
preaching on the last Sunday in March, when your 
discourse was intended to be appropriate to the 
excommunication of Mrs. Townsend, I am induced 
to address you. As you are a public character, I 
have thought best to do it through the press, with 
the hope that your people may be benefited; being 
apprehensive, should I address you in any other 
way, you would not communicate to them, what I 
think would be for their good to know. I wish you 
to cousider me as desiring the happiness of yourselt 
and people, as well as all mankind ; being fully per- 
suaded we are all beloved of God, that we are all 
brethren, as certain as Jesus spoke the truth, when 
he taught his disciples to say, “ Our Father which 
ert in heaven ;” and as St. Paul trught the Atheni- 
wus, * We are also his offspring.” If God is not the 
Father of all mankind, then that part of mankind 
who are not his children, and address him by the 
endearing name of Father, address him with a 
lie in their mouth, and might say, they were so 
taught by Jesus and his apostles, which would be 
horrible indeed. While I contend we are all the 
children of God, the common Father, it is equally 
clear we are not all soin fuith; and although we 
may find each other differing very widely on the 
most interesting subject which can attract our atten- 
tion, which is Religion, yet I do believe we are 
bound to consider each other sincere, (except we 
have the clearest evidence to the contrary,) and I 
shall endeavour to govern myself accordingly. 

I would now call your attention to that part of 
your discourse, which you pressed on the minds of 
your people, with the greatest energy, when you 
declared the all important doctrine was, to believe in 
the ENDLESS MISERY of the wicked, and, as it is 
taught in the Scriptures. In truth, I can say, I 
think your sermon appeared to be aimed to estab- 
lish this one truth, and limiting the goodness of 
God to sinners in this life. As far as I was capable 
of understanding you, a man might believe almost 
any thing, provided he believed in the endless mis- 
ery ofa part of mankind, or the wicked, as you call 
them ; or the predestinated and foreordained, or non- 
elect, as they are called in your Confession of Faith, 
if he were of fair moral character, he would be a 
good member of your church 





Now, I will suppose you have established in your 
own mind and in the minds of your church, the be- 
lief of the endless misery of the wicked, and to 
avoid this tremendous evil, they must become holy 
in this lite. I would call upon you, as one of your 
church officers, who ciaim (see your Confession ot 
Faith) the keys of the kingdom of heaven, to unlock 
for yourself and church. Are you not wicked? Do 
you not acknowledge it every Sabbath, in your 
prayers, when you pray for forgiveness? If you and 
your church are righteous, why ask God to pardon 
vour sins? To be plain, State clearly to your church 
what they are to believe, and what they are to do, the 
belief and the doing of which, will constitute their 
righteousness. Show them, how they or you, are 
to know they are the elect; for if you are not, you 
will be damned, or perish, as you say in your Ser- 
mon on election. You quote scripture, which says, 
“ Without holiness no man can see the Lord.” Show 
your people how many of the commands of God 
they must keep, to constitute them hely. If you 
cannot answer with cerlainty, then are you not 
doubting ; and is it not written, “ He that dowbteth 
is damned? What then does all your preaching, 
more than to prove your own, and their endless 
misery? Aud, pray, where is your peace and rest ; 
and what benefit does your church keys confer, uwie 
than worldly honour and emolument? 

I would recommend to your serious consideration 
the foregoing queries, and beg of you to satisfy 
your own mind and the minds of your church, be- 
fore you trouble yourself with converting the resi 
due of mankind; particularly the Universalists; (as 
I understand from one of your church, you intead 
to deliver a course of lectures against that doctrine) 
and the result I hope will be, that you will be better 
able to instruct your own people, and never again 
be so blind as you was, when you recommended to 
them to act the hypocrite, by keeping their opinion 
to themselves, in case they believed as Mrs. 'T. did! 
Surely this is zeal without knowledge; for I cannot 
think you saw what would be the result of foilowing 
your own advice. May you, in this your day, be 
brought to the knowledge of that Gospel which God 
preached unto Abraham, saying, “In thee shall all 
nations be blessed.” May you see that “Jesus was 
delivered for our offences, (yea, all the human fa- 
mily,) and was raised again for our justification, 
therefore, being justified, by faith we have peac 
with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ.” And 
that this is the grace of God that bringeth Salva- 
tion, which teacheth us to deny all ungodliness,and 
every worldly lust, and to live soberly, righteously, 
and Godly in this present world. May you see 
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how God can be just and yet the justifier of the 
ungodly, and rejoice that the wickedness of the 
wieked Then vou will be 


willing to labour and suller reproacl for trusting in 


shall come to an end. 


the living God, “who is the Saviour of all men, 
especially of them that believe 3” and rejoice in the 
inswer to the first question of your catechism—viz. 
“ Whatis the chief and highest end of man?” (I 
take this to be the end God had in view, not man, 
for mon could have had no end in his own creation.) 
Ans 


God, and fully to enjoy bim for ever.” 


Man’s chief and highest end is to glorify 
To which, 
ft say Amen, with all my heart. W. 

-_—~o 

YOUNG'S LETTERS, 
Universalism & Calvinism Contrasted. 
(Continued from page 391.) 
LETTER VI. 
TO A FRIEND. 

MY DEAR SIR, 

When we had the last conversation, respecting 
the motives which induced the infinitely good and 
merciful God to create the human species, you al- 
leged that he had done it to display the glory of 
his divine attributes, to which opinion I cheerfully 
agree. But the point in dispute between us, is, 
Whether these divine attributes are not displayed 
in a more glorious, just, and merciful manner, in 
the final salvation, and everlasting happiness of 
every buman being which God has created, than in 
the eternal damnation and everlasting misery of any 
number of them? Therefore, to assist us in the 
wivestigation of this important subject, we must 
have recourse to the Scriptures, and such self-evi- 
dent principles and axioms, as the light of reason 
and the nature of the subject will furnish. The pro- 
per steps to be taken in this case is, to inquire, 

First, What is God ? 

Second, What are his attributes ? 

Third, For whom, and for what end did he cre- 
ate us ? In the first place, I shall define God, whose 
very essence is love, (1 Johniv.) “To be a spirit, 
infinite, eternal and unchangeablé in his being ;” 
whose attributes are infinite mercy, wisdom, power, 
holiness, justice, goodness and truth. The first pro- 
position to be proved, is, that God is love, which is 
sufficiently apparent in his works of creation and 
providence, but pointedly proved in John, “ He that 
loveth not, knoweth not God, for God is love.” 

“ And we have known and believed the love that 
God hath to us. God is love, and he that dwelleth 
in love, dwelleth in God, and God in him. In 
this was manifest thelove of God towards us, be- 
cause that God hath sent his only begotten Son into 
the world, that we might live through nim. Herein 
is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, 
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” 
But least it should be said, that he is the propitiation 
for the sins of the few that are supposed to be elected 
only, I shall quote 1 John ii. “ And if any man sin, 
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous. And he is the propitiation for our 
sins, and not for ours only, but also for the sins of 
the whole world.” 
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Presuming that enough has been said on this he ad 
to prove the impartial love of the Deity to all may 
kind, and also, that the enumeration of the attributes 
of the Deity, will not be disputed, I shall proceed, 
inthe third place, to prove that God made al} th 

souls of mankind for hunself; with the most « Xpress 
and benevolent design, to make them all eventual! 

happy, in praising and glorifying his holy name, 
for his infinite love and kindness towards them, and 
to enjoy the manifestations of his unbounded good 
ness for ever. 

Every soul, created by the Deity, must be pu 
and innocent, and as such he must love it, and wis) 
a continuation of its bappiness, but if he forekne, 
(asthe Calvinists suppose) that it would be eternall) 
miserable if it remained in existence, he, as a mer 
would blot it out of existence 


cilul being, again 


while in a state of innocence. But as it is univ: 
sally allowed amongst Christians, that there are by: 
two places of permanent residence, for departed 
souls after this life, to wit, heaven and hell, and bu 
two beings who are to divide the souls of the huma 
species between them, to wit, God and the devi 
we must endeavour, by a careful investigation o 
their different powers and attributes, to judge oi 
their final success, with respect to their efforts t 
gain subjects, and depopulate each other’s kingdom 
To enable us to do this, let us establish a few sel 
evident propositions, as axioms, 

It is the exclusive prerogative of the Deity to cr 
ate souls. No other being can create them. Ther 
fore, he hath created all the souls that ever hav 
existed. Ist. When he created them, he either in 
tended that they should be eternally miserable, o 
2d. He did not care what became of thei: or, 3 
He wished, and designed, that they should be even 
tually happy. 

To affirm the first, is blasphemous. 

The second, impiously absind. 

Therefore, the third must be true. 

God is infiuitely benevolent, wise, and poweriul 
therefore, being infinitely benevolent, he wishec 
and designed that all the souls which he made, 
might be eventually happy. Being infinitely wise, 
he has certainly concerted his plan so as not to bi 
frustrated in the accomplishment of his gracious 
design. And being infinitely powerful, no com) 
nation of finite powers can ever amount to infinite, 
and if still finite, they must ultimately fail in th 
attempt to counteract and frustrate the operation 
and designs of an omnipotent God, who will mak: 
a most glorious display of his divine attributes, in 
vanquishing the powers of death and hell, and re- 
leasing every captive and prisoner out of the pit, 
whereiu is no water. 

Is it not amazingly absurd, to suppose, that a God 
of infinite goodness, justice and mercy, has created 
millions of human beings, on purpose for the Devil, 
to be his captives and prisoners, to the endless az°s 
of eternity ? But is it not more absurd, if possible, 
to suppose, that the Deity made them for himsel!, 
with the benevolent design of rendering them ete! 
nally happy, in praising and adoring his holy name, 
for his infinite love and goodness towards them: 
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but contrary to his gracious designs, that millions 
ofthese very beings, are to be, and remain in dx 
possession and under the power of the devil, to be 
tormented by him, to the endless ages of eternity ? 
If such an event should finally take place, then it 
is certain, that finite folly, weakness, and wicked- 
ness, can overpower, baffle, frustrate, and defeat the 
benevolent designs and operations of infinite good- 
ness, wisdom, and almighty power, and triumph 
over Omnipotence. Tf any individual of the human 
race is to be miserable, as long as God himself ex- 
ists, it must happen through a defeat of benevo- 
Therefore, 


the predestinarians deny God’s infinite goodness, 


lence, wisdom, or power in the Deity. 


when they maintain that God could, but would not 
convert all his creatures. The Socinians deny his 
infinite power, when they maintain that he would, 
but cannot convert them, and will be obliged, one 
day, to annihilate all reprobate spirits!) The prem- 
ises being absurd, an absurd conclusion is to be ex- 


(To be concluded.) 


_ —6--—-- 
EXTRACT FROM LETTERS TO AMYNTOR. 


pected. 


BY WILLIAM PITT SMITH. 


\ better translation of the Holy Scriptures into 
1e English language, is much wanted for common 
ise. The vulgar reading is very incorrect in its 
srammear, low and obsolete in many of its expres- 
sions. and in some instances destructive of the beau- 
‘y of the sublimest passages. Th's you have doubt- 
less observed, but this is not the worst. In various 
places, their pure and rational meaning is obscured, 
perverted, or made absolute nonsense. For your 
satisfaction and amusement, I will endeavour to re- 
‘ollect a few instances of each. An instance of the 
iirst, you have in 1 Cor. ii. 14. 
is, the animal or sensual man (instead of the natural 
man) receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God. 
This text, in the common reading, is the hobby 
horse of every uncharitable bigot. There is a mys- 
Oppose him in any 


The true reading 


tery in it, pleasing to him. 
doctrinal point, and he is very readily persuaded, 
that you are avery “ natural man.” Again, Jacob’s 
prophecy should be read—the slaff or tribeships, 
shall not depart from Judah, nor a law-giver from 
between his feet, until Shiloh come. The false 
translation makes a false prophecy of it; for al- 
though, until the coming of our blessed Saviour, 
Judah had his staff, and his law-giver; yet long be- 
fore that period, he had lost his sceptre. Again, 
Gen. viii. 21. ought to be read—* I wlll not curse 
the ground any more for man’s sake, although, or 
notwithstanding (instead of for) the imagination of 
man’s heart should be (instead of is) evil from his 
youth. Inthe common reading, the last clause of 
the sentence, is given as a reason why God should 
not curse the ground ; which is something strange, 
since the same reason would have been stronger, if 
given to show, that God should curse the ground 
continually. But to perceive the true intention of 
the text, we should recollect, that, previous to the 
deluge, sensuality, violence, and ambition, encour- 
aged by the too happy circumstances of man, were 





ranging lawless through the earth. But during this 
period, some great change was wrought in its con- 
Its climates became more inhospitable, 


In 


consequence, disease became more prevalent, la 


stitution. 
ind its seasons more variable and insalubrious. 


hour more necessary, and the human frame subject 
The 


strength, diminished the capacity of individuals to 


to more rapid decay. decrease of animal 


The abridgment of life, rendered vice 
Evil 


habits were now less deeply rooted, and the guilt of 


do mischief. 
less presumptuous, and man more humble. 
particulars less remarkable. The 1crease of suffer 
ing awakened reflection, repentance, the sensibility 
In fre it 


was the declaration o: God, that, since t! il 


of dependence, and moral obligation. 


circumstances of nature, were now so exactiy suited 
to the moral constitution of man, and to his proba- 
tionary state, he would no more curse the ground, 
although men should run into vicious courses from 
their youth. 

Ought we not to read, Heb. iii. 7. to-day, while 
(instead of if) you hear his voice, &c. 2 Tim. iv. 
14. The Lord will reward him according to his 
works. Acts xix. 3. Certain disciples said unto 
Paul, we have nol so much as heard, whether the 
And al 
though I tell you the truth, ve believe me not. 


holy spirit be yet given. Jol viii. 45. 
Matt. xxiv. 3. What shall be the sign of thy coming 
and of the end of the age, (instead of the world.) 
Matt. xxviii. 20. Lo, [aim with you always unto tie 
end of the age! 

An instance of entire Misrepresentation, you have 
inthe story of Jephthah, in Judges x1.) Read or, 
instead of and, in the 3ist verse, and to talk with, 
instead of lament, in the 40th, and you will find, 
that Jephthah, instead of being arash man, an ig- 
norant judge, and an unnatural father, was acting 
in perfect consistency with the law of Moses, with 
what is said of him in the 29th verse, and with re- 
solute and disinterested virtue. Instead of murder- 
I shall 


content myself with giving you two instances of the 


ing his daughter, he only made her a nun. 


text being made nonsense— Yea, the sparrow hath 


found an house, and the swallow a nest for herself, 


where she may lay her young, even thine altars, O 
Lord, &c. Ps. Ixxxiv. 3. This should be read, 
Even as the sparrow findeth her house, and the wild 
pigeon her nest, where she hath laid her young, so 
should I find thine altars, O Lord of Hosts, my 
God. Here we have an affecting image of the love, 
that good men bear to devotional exercises. In 
Prov. xxx. 19. we should read, instead of the way of 
a man with a maid—the way of a man in his youth. 
A ludicrous circumstance has taken place, in conse- 
quence of a false translation im the vulgar reading, 
authorized by the Popes at Rome. It is written, 
that when Moses descended from Mount Sinai, his 
face shone; which, it seems, migh. be translated, 
was horned. This latter, having been strangely 
preferred, is the reason why the Italian painters, in 
their historical scripture-pieces, represent the Jew 

ish Legislator with horns on his head. 

It is endlessto multiply examples. But notwith 
standing all this, I am not over-ayxious, «Imyntor, 
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to see a new translation of the Scriptures attempted, 


for the following reasons, among others. First, be- 
cause it is difficult to find a person qualified to this 


task, and eager to be employed in it, and yet so can- 


dud as not to warp the text to tenets, in favour of 


which, education has prejudiced and prepossessed 
him. <A translator, in certain cases, feels himsell 
left to his discretion : and the probability is, that he 
will think, to do God service, he must listen rathei 
to the voice of his favourite system, than to the se- 
verest criticism. But let facts speak for themselves. 
Doubtless those who directed the publication of our 
vulear reading, were learned, pious, and zealous 
men. But can any thing justify, or, can any other 
principle, than the one just mentioned, account for 
the astonishing liberties they have taken in this 
work? "They are charged, and upon no despicable 
evidence, t 
scripture, With inserting the most important inter- 
Thus we * God 
all things by Jesus Christ:” but these last 
words, by Jesus Christ, are wanting inthe dlexan- 
dran, Ephron, Cambridge, and four MSS; they 


polations, read, Eph. iii. 9. 


created 


are neither found in the Vulgate, Syriac, Coptic, or 
Ethiopie versions; they are omitted by the Fathers, 
Tertullian, Jerome, Ambrose, and Pelagius ; and 


Again 


* "Phere are three that bear 


they are rejected by Will and Bengelius. 
we read, 1 John v. 7. 
record fin heaven, the Father, the Word, and the 
Holy Ghost, and these three are one: and there are 
three that bear witness in earth} the spirit, the wa- 
ter, and the blood; and these three agree in one.” 
But the words, between the crotchets, are charged 
by those christian writers called Socinians, to be an 
interpolation upon nearly the same, and better evi- 
dence. Tt was never cited, say they, in the antient 
fuimous controversy, nor by any Latins before Je- 
rome, nor by any of the Greek fathers, although 
they frequently quote the words preceding and fol- 
lowing. 
Scithe and Bullinger ; and was, in the first English 
Bibles, inserted in different characters, to show that 
jt was wanting in the original. Miles, Clark, and 
Jortin, show it to be spurious; and it is given up by 
Waterland, astrenuoustrinitarian. But farther, in- 
stead of throwing light upon the sense of the Apos- 
tle, it obscures what was before perfect and beauti- 
ful. St. John is speaking of the evidences of chris- 
tianity; for there are three things, says he, as I un- 
derstand him, that bear record to its truth; and 
agree in one testimony. To the force of which, 
vou cannot be blind, if the least attentive to facts, 
or open to conviction. The spirit, or those divine 
influences and powers, you may daily see bestowed 
upon the followers of Jesus. The water, or bap- 
tism, commemorating that remarkable declaration 
of God at the river Jordan—* This is my beloved 
Son.” And “the blood,” or death and martyrdom 
of Christ, which not only filled Jerusalem with 
astonishment, but affected the very heavens. 
—_—<g>—- 

fy” Br. Pickering is expected to be in this city, 
ind to preach in the Universalist Church in Duane- 
otreet, (to-morrow) Sunday. 


say nothing of perverting the sense of 


It is emitted in the German translations of 





TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Eprror,—By giving an exposition of Matt 
xvi. 19. you will much oblige one of your subserj 
bers. N. N. 

-Vew- Town, Connecticut. 

MATTHEW Xvr. 14%. 

“Ind Iwill give unto thee the keys of the Kingdom 
of Heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on 
earth shall be bound in Heaven: and whatsoever 
thou shalt loose on earth, shall be loosed in Hea 
ren.” 

In order to a proper understanding of this passage, 
it is necessary, first, to consider the particular sub 
ject spoken of in the passage itself, and connexion 
The preceding verse informs us, that Christ ; 
speaking of his church; in contradistinction to the 
Jewish church. We do not, however, conside 
Peter to be the rock, or foundation of Christ's 
Church. For, in verse 23, Christ says unto Petey, 
“Get thee behind me, Satan ; [a convertible term 
with Devil /] for thou art an offence unto me: fi 
thou savourest not the things that be of God, bu 
those that be of men.” Satan, or the Devil, canno: 
be the rock on which Christ will build his Chureh 
Christ is first spoken of, (verse 16,) as the “ Son of 
the living God.” ‘This is the rock, Clirist, and no: 
Satan, or Peter! 

And I, the Rock, the Christ, the Son of the living 
God, “will give unto thee the keys of the Kingdom 
of Heaven,” &e. An attentive perusal of Mare. 
sui. will convince the reader, we trust, that th 
“ Kingdom of Heaven,” is the Mediatorial Kingdom 
of Christ, in this world, or mode of being, and 
stands in opposition to the Jewish Church and wor 
By keys, we 


understand power, or knowledge, to open and shu. 


ship. The language is figurative. 
Knowledge is the key which opens and unfolds ty 
the mind of man, the things that belong to his peac: 
When a man is Joosed"from the prison, where he sits 
in darkness, and his eyes opened to the knowledz: 
ofthe truth, it isin accordance with the doctrines 
of Christ, and is ratified with jovful acclamations by 
those in heaven; that is,in the possession of the 
glorious truths of the gospel of Christ. We con 
sider this passage expressive of the superintendence: 
of Christ, and the immediate connexion that sub- 
sists between him and his true followers who believe 
the truth. The keys were not then given to Peter: 
but were given in the vision, as related in Acts x. 

The passage under consideration has often been 
forced to find an excuse for spititual pride and op- 
pression. ‘Nhe dignified prelate, swelling with an 
imagined consequence and greatness, will do well 
to consider, that, when he, like Peter, savours the 
things that be of men, instead of moving Heaven to 
sanction his hypocrisy, he will hear the voice pro- 
claim, “ Get thee behind me, Satan,” &c. 

—<ge—— 
From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 
GOOD NEWS FROM THE EAST. 

The Rey. Mr. Chapin, pastor of the Baptist 
Church, in North-Yarmouth, (Me.) has recently 
most clearly and luminously preached the doctiine 
of Universalism. The following paragraph is ¢%- 











tracted from a sermon of his, oublishe od a at Portland, 
y Todd and Smith. 
“The glory of God is involved in the final tri- 
umph of the King of Zion. God has given out his 
word, that his Son ‘shall stand and feed in the 
strength of the Lord, and in the majesty of the name 
of Jehovah ;—that ALL. KINGS shall bow down 
before him; that ALL NATIONS shall serve him; 
and that of the increase of his government and peace 
there shall be noend.’ ‘The mystery of his will, ac- 
cording to his good pleasure, which he hath purposed 
in himself, he hath made known unto us. And this 
mystery is, * That in the dispensation of the fulness 
if times, he might gather together in one ALL 
THINGS in Christ, both which are in heaven, and 
which are on the earth, even in him—that we should 
be to the praise of his glory.’ If the ulftmate ga- 
thering together, in Christ, of ALL the INHABIT- 
ANTS, both of heaven and earth, be designed to 
praise the glory of his grace, what will become of this 
praise and glory, if Christ should faint and fail, 
and so the whole scheme of REDEMPTION fall 
to the ground? Cuan he then let go the band of his 
Son, @iolate his SACRED OATH, and thus bring 
an eternal eclipse over the glory of his truth and 
faithfulness? No, brethren. His glory is dearer 
to him than all beside, and to secure its brightest 
lustre, he will support his anoimted till he accom- 
plish ALL his designs of mercy.” 
Reader, to all this our response is, AMEN, “ and 
let all the people say, AMEN.” 
it seems to be unnecessary to remark upon the 
jwotation from any other motive, than to enable the 
reader to understand its true import; and this we 
desire to do, because the doctrine of Universalism 
is here stated as explicitly and forcibly as we ever 
saw it done by its most zealous and intelligent advo- 
cates. Let the reader be particular to observe that 
Mr. Chapin says, “The glory of God is involved in 
the final triumphs of the King of Zion.” What is 
Christ striving for? Ans. The salvation of all 
mankind, without one exception. If this is never 
accomplished, his triumph will never be obtained. 
The glory of God is involved, then, in the salvation 
of the world. If the whole world is not saved, ae- 
cording to Mr. Chapin, God will lose his glory. 
This is not an inference from our premises; it is 
Mr. Chapin’s, solely. Hear him. After having 
proved from Scripture, that the gathering together 
of all things in Christ is to the praise of God’s glo- 
ry, he reasons, (and, reader, there never was a more 
weighty, important, solemn question asked by man,) 
“Ifthe ultimate gathering together of all things in 


Christ, of ALL. THE INHABITANTS, both of 


heaven and earth, be designed to praise the glory of 


his grace, what will become of this praise and glory, 
if Christ should faint and fail, and so the whole 
scheme of redemption fall to the ground?” Did 
Vniversalist ever argue more conclusively in favour 
ot the salvation of all the inhabitants both of heaven 
and earth ? 

Mr. Chapin says, “ God has given out his word, 
that ALL KINGS shall bow down before him 
that ALL NATIONS shall serve him.” He asks, 
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“eC an be then violate his sacred oath, and thus bring 
an eternal eclipse over the glory of his truth and 
faithfulness?” He answers, “ No, brethren. His 
glory is dearer to him than all beside ; and to secure 
its brightest lustre, he will support his anointed, till 
he accomplish ALL his designs of merey.” 

And after all, we dare not say that Mr. Chapin is 
a Universalist, in the proper sense of that term. 
Instead of preaching at all times that all nations 
shall serve God, he often contends that by far the 
greatest part will be interminably miserable. If we 
have a right recollection of the man, he is a Calvin 

lately changed from a Congregationalist to u 

Baptist ; and we have no doubt that he would now 

oppose a Universalist as bitterly, though not as 

successfully, as one of the order he has lately forsa- 
ken. There is no doubt, from appearances, that 
there is a “grain of mustard seed” in his heart, 
and we pray that it may germinate and grow, till he 
shall be in spirit and practice, what he now appears 
to be in theory. 

—f - 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Sir,—If you will have the goodness to explain 
the following passages in the Gospen Henan, 
you will much oblige 

AN INQUIRING FRIEND 

New-York, April 7, 1823. 

MATT. X. 34, 3a, 36. 

* Think not that Iam come to send peace on earth : 
I came not to send peace, but a sword. For lam 
come to seta man at variance against his father, 
and the daughter against her mother, and the 
daughter in law against her mother in law. sind 
a man’s foes they of his own household.” 

REMARKS. 

There is one declaration which we consider to be 
explanatory of the above passage: namely—* The 
testimony of Jesus is the Spirit of prophecy.” The 
passage for consideration is in connexion with 
Christ’s instructions to his disciples, when he sent 
them out to preach,&c. It is prophecy. A decla 
ration of the manner of treatment which those 
should receive, who professed a belief in his gospel 
It is verified in our day, and we see the opposition, 
and feel the hatred of unbelievers! No affinity of 
blood, nor connexion that is formed among men, 
can screen them from the enmity which is cherished 
against all who believe and — the truth, that 
* God is the Saviour of all men.” We have heard 
those connected by the most tender tics of affinity, 
declare, in ovirageous terms, that they would no 
longer live with the party, should the hateful doc 
trine of the salvation of all men be credited and 
avowed! And from the lips of those, too, who pre- 
tended to be the followers of Christ! To that de- 
gree of rancour and hatred is this wicked malevo- 
lence catried, that a rejection of the Scriptures alto- 
gether, is preferred to the belief of the declaration, 
that “.4ll nations whom thou hast made shall come 
and worship before thee, O Lord, and shall glorify 
thy name.” A mother, in this city, declared of her 
son, that so long as he was a deist, (and rejected the 


” 


Sciiptures,) she had hopes of his salvation; but 
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now, that he (believed them, and) was a Universal- 
ist, she had no hopes ! 

There is no difficulty in understanding this pas- 
sage, only make a proper distinction between the 
end and object of the Saviour’s mission, and the 
consequences which shall result, in this mode of 
being, from the hatred of unbelievers to God’s uni- 
versal and unchangeable love. 

—~—- 
From the National Intelligencer. 


Hypocrisy doth quite as well 

To propagate a church, as zeal ; 

So, smooth white stones will serve, they say, 
As well as eggs, to make hens lay. 

Messrs. Epirors,—As no reply has been given 
to the queries | sometime since put, with a view to 
gain more precise information as to the progress 
made by missionaries, in the east, and among the 
Jews, I feel it due to the public, to state what I 
have gathered from various publications of the mis- 
sionaries themselves, as well as from persons whose 
mercantile pursuits bave carried them into those 
regions. 

Ist. With regard to the mission at Serampore— 
iminense sums have been expended in the construc- 
tion of buildings, for a college, accommodations for 
missionaries, &c. &c. The number of actual con- 
verts, however, does not exceed thirty or forty, of 
the lowest Caste, and of the lowest character too, 
whose example can have no influence whatever, 
except in deterring others, of a more respectable 
standing. It is known to all who have studied the 
religion of the Bramins, that whoever abandons it, 
is considered by all as an outcast—is in fact excom- 
municated and interdicted, and must starve in the 
streets, since no one is permitted to employ or re- 
lieve them. They consequently become entirely 
chargeable upon the missions. A few vile and dis- 
solute persons, of the lowest Caste, have thereby 
been tempted, for the sake of living in idleness, to 
profess Christianity, to which they are a disgrace. 

2d. At Batavia, the experiment of opening a 
school, to instruct the children of the natives in the 
English language, and the Christian religion, was 
tried some years ago; a few children were permit- 
ted to attend, on condition that they and their pa- 
rents should be allowed a certain quantity of rice, 
Ke. for their maintenance. 

3d. In New-Zealand, the mission has been en- 
tirely broken up, by the intestine wars now raging 
in that country. 

4h. At the Sandwich Islands and Otaheite, a gentle- 
man, who was at both places not long since, states 
that they have made some outward converts, whose 
ignorance and bad character is so notorious, as to 
bring even the religion they profess into contempt. 
The better sort of natives view the missionaries with 
marked dislike, and say they think more of women 
and gain, than of their religion. 

Sth. Little is known of the mission to Madagas- 
car, which was lately instituted, but the example of 
the others—the known savage and intractable char- 
icter of the natives, authorizes the conclusion that 
it will succeed no better than the others. 





There are some few other missions, of which we 
know nothing, but from vague and declamatory 
accounts. 

Now, Messrs. Editors, it is, I grant, impossible ty 
state accurately the amount of money raised for t)) 
use, or the abuses, of these societies, for no respon- 
sibility seems to exist, either in those who receive. 
or those who expend it. But, judging from wh, 
we do know—from the vast sums raised jn th). 
country, the amount of which has been stated—froy, 
the system of begging, which pervades all space, 
extends to all times and seasons—which spare, 
neither the rich nor the poor, age or sex—froi 
this, it is impossible to doubt but that a sufficien: 
sum, has been wasted upon these impracticab|; 
schemes, to relieve a large portion of the distress, 
and to enlighten a great deal of the ignorance, whic} 
still subsists among the people of this country 
Surely it seems that this money might more useful 
ly, and more agreeably in the sight of God and man 
be expended on these great objects. We do nor 
know whether the Bramin will become a goo) 
Christian, or the ew Zealander a saint. Buy, 
blessed be God, we do know that misfortune @an by 
alleviated, and ignorance dissipated by the judicious 
application of those means, which, it is to be feared, 
have been dissipated upon the schemes Of visionary 
enthusiasts, or in forwarding the plans of interested 

Your humble servant, 
A CITIZEN OF WASHINGTON 
i 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Eprror,—By giving an exposition of ¢! 
following passages of Scripture, vou will oblige on 
of your subscribers. Matt. vii. 21. 1 Johny. 1. 
Chap. iii. 9. The two last quotations appear to m 
contradictory. Also, John ix. 39. and xii. 47 
These, L trust, are only apparent contradictions; 
ayd I hope you will remove every difficulty. 

. a. & 


hypocrisy. 


Wew-Town, 1823. 
REMARKS. 

The first passage follows—Matt. vii. 21, “ Nor 
every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall en 
ter into the kingdom of heaven: but he that doeth 
the will of my Father which is in heaven.” 

By “kingdom of heaven,” we understand the 
same as Paul expressed, “ Who hath delivered us 
from the power of darkness, and hath translated us 
into the kingdom of his dear Son.” Col. i. 13. It is 
to become the recipient of the blessings arising 
from the possession of fa:th, in this mode of being. 
“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtar 
merey.” God’s “ will is, that all men shall be saved, 
and come to the knowledge of the truth.” They 
who do this will, are merciful, and obtain mercy: 
being translated into the kingdom of God’s dea 
Son. But, those who are opposed to God's will, 
which secures the final salvation of all men, remain 
in darkness, doubt, and consequent torment. 

1 John v. 1. “ Whosoever believeth that Jesus ts 
the Christ, is born of God: and every one that lov- 
eth him that begat, loveth him also that is begotte? 
of him.” Chap. iii. 9. Whosoever is born of God 
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doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in 
tum: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.” 
J. N. has not named any contradiction in these 
passages. To believe that Jesus is the Christ, we 
must believe that he isthe “ Head of every man.” 
John ix. 39. 
{ am come into this world: that they which see not, 


“ And Jesus said, “For judgment 


might see; and that they which see, might be made 
Chap. xii. 47. “ And if any man hear my 


, ” 
lind. 


words, and believe not,I judge him not: for I came 
jot to judge the world, but to save the world.” 

J. N. considers these passages contradictory. 
Rom. Xi. 31, 32, will reconcile them. “ Even so 
have these also now not believed, that through your 
For God hath 
oncluded them all in unbelief, that he might have 
verses of the 


mercy they also may obtain mercy. 


oo 
-Vv 


mercy upon all.” See all 25 to 
same chapter. 
—— 
From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 
ANOTHER VICTIM 


TO THE DOCTRINES OF ENDLESS TORTURE. 
Messrs. Editors,—By inserting the following 
communication, with the remarks thereon, in your 
useful Magazine, from the “ Christian Spectator,” 

vou will oblige a constant reader. 

A FRIEND TO JUSTICE. 
“The following statement of a fact, is communi- 
ated in the belief that it may be instrumental in 

-aving some from a similar error and catastrophe. 
“In my parish lived J. W. an industrious farmer, 
prosperous in business, single, sober, a good neigh- 
jour, and in a worldly view, an estimable man. He 
lived 56 years. Inthe early part of his life, and to 
he age of about 30, he had been an habitual attend- 
int oa the public worship of God. For several years 
his miad had been wader serious impressions, and at 
some seasons his exercises were of a strong charac- 
ter, which led him to inquire “ what he mast do to 
be saved,” urged him to seek the conversation of 
vis minister, and to be much employed in religious 
But he quenched the Spirit. 
weary under such anxieties, and sought relief by a 


oncerns. He grew 

sperate expedient, viz. by taking shelter under 
wilful ignorance. 
‘esponsibility must be proportioned to his know- 
ledge, but seemed to have overlooked the truth, that 
he was accountable for the means of acquisition, 
and forall his advantages, as wel) as for the know- 
ledge which he actually possessed. 


He was well apprised that his 


He therefore 
resolved to envelop himself, as far as possible, in ig- 
nerance. He entirely forsook the house of God, 
and all religious meetings, abandoned every attempt 
at prayer, shunned his minister, shut up his Bible, 
and wished to avoid every word and every thought 
which related to God and religion. To inquiries 
nto the reasons of his conduct, he uniformly repli- 
ed, that he wished to lighten his condemnation by 
*xcluding knowledge ; and he would gladly have 
seen changed to a heathen or a beast, as far as reli- 
gious information was concerned. He refused the 
‘emonstrances of faithful friends—his feelings were 
illous to the entreaties of affection—his ear was 


shut against warning—his mind was unassailable by 
argument. Jn this state he remained for years. He 
was retiring, reserved, clouded in his aspect, and, 
notwithstanding bis apparent peace, his mind was 
probably corroded with habitual discontent. 

“T often visited the house, and occasionally found 
tre- 
quently questioned him respecting his views of re- 


opportunities of addressing him directly. I 


ligion, but could rareiy obtain a reply, and then 
only as necessity constrained him, for the sake of 
passing off the conversation. I pressed him with 
the absurdity of his course, warned bim of his dan- 
ger, urged him by every motive to attend to the 
public exercises of the Sabbath, and to other duties, 
but all in vain. He had fixed the principle in his 
mind, that to avoid all instruction would be the 
happiest course for him; and although he made no 
attempt to defend it by argument, he was inflexible. 

“ Towards the close of his life his mind was 
greatly distressed, and at length his horror became 
insupportable. Month after month he appeared 
more disconsolate, quitted his business, seemed in 
a deep study, occasioned alarm to his friends, and 
was a burden to himself. I visited him, though not 
at his request, for he had no wish to see me. In this 
interview he was more free in conversation than I 
had ever known him to be. He was in great agita 
tion and distress of mind, and he wished that God 
would immediately take him out of the world. J 
took the Bible, and explained the gospel to him, but 
he had no ear to hear. I asked him whether he 
read the Bible, to which he replied in the negative ; 
adding, that he had not read it for a long time, and 
that he could not endure to read it. Tasked him if 
he prayed ; to which his reply was, that he could 
not pray, and that neither the Bible nor prayer could 
He did not, however, forbid me 
There had been a time, he said, 
when he might have found the blessings of religion, 


do him any geod. 
to pray with him. 


but that period had long since departed; his fate 
was now settled, and the sooner he went out of the 
world the better. I endeavoured to alarm him by 
presenting a view of the tendency of such senti- 
ments, but without effect. Within a week, he was 
found in the morning, suspended by the neck, dead. 

“IT would suggest the following reflections on this 
melancholy case. . 
“1. How empty and unsatisfying is the world with- 


out God. "This man had an abundance. He chose 
a close retreat for the purpose of destroying him- 
self; and there he hung, a dreadful spectacle, sur- 
rounded by his teasures. “ A wounded spirit who 
can bear?” 2. Awakened sinners always resist the 
Holy Ghost. They see in some measure their con- 
dition, but they wil not submit to God. Their op- 
position to the Divine character is the only cause of 
their distress. What a wonder of mercy that any 
are conquered and saved! “So then hath he mer- 
cy on whom he will have mercy.” 3. Men are as 
certainly accountable for wilful ignorance, as for 
perverted knowledge. Neglecters of public worship 
are answerable for all the instructions which they 
might have received from their spiritual watchmen. 





t. Those who forsake the house of God, or live in 





400 


THE GOSPEL HERALD. 





—— ~ +_--—— 


ee? 





the neglect af Divine appointments, are likely to | 


ruin their own souls. Yours, &c. B. 


“ October, 


eo. 
Ve 


REMARKS. 


We are not informed who this unhappy man was, 
designated by “ J. W.” or where he resided. But 
we are told that he was an industrious farmer, pros- 
perous in his business, sober, a good neighbour, and 
an estimable man. Neither are we told who Mr. 
B. was, but preswne, by the publication in which 
the melancholy story is found, he must be a Calvin- 
istic preacher, most likely of the Baptist persuasion. 
It seems that the poor man had for some years at- 
tended seriously to that religion, no doubt with an 
intention to satisfy his mind, if possible, in that be- 
lief. According to the character given, he must 
have possessed too much good sense to receive the 
awful absurdities contained in that doctrine, and 
not a sufficient degree of vanity to presume (much 
less firmly believe,) he had a right to consider him- 
self one of the favoured few, exclusively appointed 
to salvation, while the great body of his fellow- 
beings were doomed to endless wo ; and perhaps 
much less able to see the justice or propriety of the 
non-elect being eternally damned, for not believing 
they were of the elect—for it is well known that 
such preachers boldly declare, that they who are not 
elected are endlessly damned for unbelief; when 
they know, and some of them acknowledge, there 
1s nothing they can possibly believe which can save 
them: and should they have the confidence to be- 
lieve they had eternal life in Christ, (the fact not be- 
ing true,) they must perish at last, with a lie in their 
right hand. It is reasonably to be supposed this 
unhappy man was, no doubt, wearied and perplexed 
with a repetition of such imeonsistencies, and at 
length gave himself up to despair of ever obtaining 
in inheritance among them which are sanctified. 
And to add to his distress, no doubt he was often re- 
minded of the double condemnation which awaited 
such as were blessed with the means of grace, and 
with superior knowledge of divine things, should 


they not come up to therr standard of orthodoxy, of 


which he had given up all hope. At length he came 
to a determination to proceed no farther, lest he 
should still add to the dreadful weight of misery 
which awaited him, and withdrew from their socie- 
ty. But,alas! he had gone too far. He could not 
iorget the gloomy ideas, early implanted in his 
breast, of the wrathful, unrelenting, and merciless 
character of God in a future state, all of which con- 
siderations loaded him with such an insupportable 
weight of distress, that in a fit of despair he is 
tempted to put a period to his present existence. 

Father of mercies, how long wilt thou permit the 
zod of this present world to blind the minds of the 
childrep of men, and keep out of their sight the 
things which belong to their peace? And doth not 
i just and righteous retribution await those, who, 
by their hard speeches uttered against thee, have 
caused a weak brother to perish, for whom Christ 
died 


A FRIEND TO JUSTICE 





CALVINISTS & HOPKINSIANS A'T ISSUE. 

The Rev. Hopkinsian Doctor Spring, and pic 
compeers, have excommunicated Mrs. T., as they 
say, “ for persevering disbelief of the doctrine of the 
everlasting punishment of the wicked.” This is the 
Hopkinsian discipline and mode of conducting 
things. On the other hand, a certain Reverend 
Calvinist and his compeets, in this city, not long 
since, received a member into their church, know. 
ing that the member so received, rejected the “ doc- 
trine of the everlasting (or endless) punishment ot 
the wicked ;” and certified that they received the 
person under these circumstances! 
Mrs. T. is by this time satisfied with her experience 
of the preaching of error. If she were not, and 
wished to become a member of a Calvinistic church, 
it is presumed she could be admitted, Dr. Spring's 
Most 
assuredly, it would be very uncharitable, to con 
clude that the Calvinistic church in question, would 
respect the persons of men, and not receive other; 
on the conditions sanctified by a precedent of ther 
own making. 

There is a word, however, which can be said ix 


We presume 


objections to the contrary notwithstanding. 


extenuation of Dr. Spring’s apparent severity. T')y 
Doctor, when once members of his church, will jer 
them remain, provided they do reject his beloved 
doctrine of the everlasting misery of his wicked 
neighbours, and will “keep dark!’ They must 
“keepit to themselves.” When they have the wicked 
honesty and sincerity, to declare their real sent: 
ments, they become insupportable! So long as the: 
believe one thing, and profess another, they, we p: 
sume to use his favourite expression, “ possess py 
sonal holiness !” 
—j— 
SPECIAL MEETING. 

The members of the “ Second Society of United Chiists 
Friends,” are requested to attend a Special Meeting of ti 
same, on Monday Evening next, April 28th, at half past 7 


o'clock, at the House of Worship, in the Village. 

J» A punctual attendance is requested. 

—~—— 
ADVERTISEMENT. 

Whereas the “ Christian Herald,” printed in New-Yor!, 
published, a considerable time since, what was called, 1 
account of the “ Conversion of a Universalist,” named 
“ Mr. A.” in ts city, which account has been republishes 
in Philadelphia, in the shape of a Tract; and whereas th 
publishers of the said conversion have repeatedly bees 
called upon for the naine and residence of the said “Mi 
A.” and no information has been obtained ; we, therefore, 
offer a liberal reward, to any person or persons, who shal. 
produce the name and residence of the said “* Mr. Av» 
that he can speak for himself, and prove the truth of the 
said account; until when, we shall pronounce it a fabnes 
tion and falsehood. 

N. B. Numerous and well authenticated accounts, g1vinc 
names and residences, of persons converted from the errors 
of Calvimsm, Hopkinsianism, and Arminianism, to the faith 
of Universal Saivation, as preached in the Scriptures, wil! 
be gratuitously furnished at short notice ; on condition they 
shal! be published in the “ Christian Herald,” and Ux 
favour shail be reciprocated! 

—~<>——- 

ERRATA.—No. 49, p. 392, col. 1, 3d line from top, for 
“If Job, for fear,” &c. read “If Ehhu, Job xxxti. 2°, tor 
fear,” &c. 
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